AFTER   EVEREST
Neyyoor, running the gauntlet of stones hurled at us in
the gathering darkness by the opposing forces of anarchy.
Few stones actually hit the cars or their occupants, and we
all reached Neyyoor alive and well. My old car still bears
some dents and scratches as honourable scars from this
conflict. But nobody was really bad-tempered about it,
and everything settled down peacefully in the end.
This new Leper Home consists of four big dormitories
for twenty patients each, and a large central hall for meet-
ings, built in the South Indian style. Kitchens, bath-
rooms, sanitary area with septic tanks, and other buildings
complete a healthy and modern Leper Settlement which at
present holds eighty-eight patients, but is being extended.
The lepers are able in this Home to get both treatment
and exercise, and many of them are quite keen on garden-
ing. Most of the vegetables used in the Settlement are
home-grown. Dr. Abraham, who lives in a house in the
corner of the compound, has given up a private practice
and devoted his life to the care of these lepers, and Harlow
is responsible for the management of the Home. Peter,
who led the first opposition against us, is now our friend,
and provides us (at a price, of course) with firewood and
other necessaries. The hand of God seems to have been
with us all along, and already (1936) we have sent several
scores of patients home from our new Settlement, cured
and free from all symptoms of the disease which was once"
considered incurable.
At Christmas the lepers have a great time. For weeks
beforehand, they rehearse a drama, cut up paper flags and
streamers for decoration, and practise their Kalial, or
dances. A present is given to every one. Woollen scarves
are especially appreciated, and are used for keeping their
heads warm at night. An Indian is very particular about
the warmth of his head; the body does not seem to
matter, and many of them take their shirts off at night
and wind them round their heads. A meeting is held, with
plenty of songs, accompanied by a tom-tom played by a
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